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is an assemblage of definite and measurable qualities; and the composition of a substance is the various assemblages of qualities into which that substance can be separated and by the union of which it can be produced. The criterion of separation is found in measurements of that quality which we call mass. That we may have a convenient language wherein to express facts of composition, we are accustomed to speak of mass as measuring quantities of matter, and assemblages of properties as varieties of matter; and so, to some extent, we have reverted to the alchemical notion of substance as a reality apart from what is perceived by the senses.